Rijkswaterstaat Press Release

Starting this weekend, Rijkswaterstaat will enforce a ban
on freight traffic and tour buses on the Merwede Bridge
(A27)

Starting at 5:30 p.m. on July 18, 2026, a ban on freight traffic and tour buses will be in effect on
the Merwede Bridge near Gorinchem (A27). Starting this weekend, Rijkswaterstaat will actively
enforce this ban. Trucks and tour buses that ignore the ban will be recorded and fined €500.

The ban is necessary because research has shown that the steel in the Merwede Bridge’s arch
structure is weaker in several locations than previously assumed. As a result, Rijkswaterstaat
can no longer guarantee the structural safety of the bridge for heavy traffic with sufficient
certainty, making this measure necessary.

Safety Comes First

Because the steel is less strong than previously thought, the bridge’s arch may be subjected to
excessive loads. This creates a risk that the steel plates comprising the arch will deform under
high pressure. This could compromise the structural safety of the bridge. By barring freight traffic
and tour buses, the load on the bridge is reduced.

Public buses and emergency services are exempt from the ban on heavy vehicles. This exception
is necessary to ensure the region’s accessibility and the ability of emergency services to
respond. Passenger cars and other traffic may continue to use the bridge.

Robert-Jaap Voorn, Director of Road Traffic at Rijkswaterstaat: “We realize that this measure has
major consequences for transport companies, business owners, and drivers. At the same time,
no compromises can be made when it comes to the safety of people who use our infrastructure.
That is why, starting this weekend, we will actively enforce the ban on freight traffic and tour
buses.”

Cameras

After completing various preparations, such as installing traffic signs and cameras, enforcement
can begin. The Public Prosecution Service has granted permission for this. Rijkswaterstaat is
deploying cameras with automatic license plate recognition (ANPR) for enforcement. These
cameras record the license plate and capture images of the vehicle so that it can be determined
whether it is a truck or a tour bus. Rijkswaterstaat is working closely with the police and the
Public Prosecution Service on this enforcement effort. Violators will receive a fine of €500,
excluding administrative fees charged by the CJIB.

On the night of July 24-25, the cameras will be installed in the direction of Breda, and on the
night of July 25-26, the cameras will be installed in the direction of Utrecht. Once installation is
complete, the cameras will be operational and enforcement can begin.



Additional Investigation

Rijkswaterstaat has extracted steel samples from the arch plates for further investigation to
more accurately assess the condition of the steel and the bridge structure. Based on the results,
a decision will be made as to whether, and if so, what follow-up steps are necessary.

More information

For more information, visit the website of Rijkswaterstaat or call Rijkswaterstaat’s National
Information Line: 0800-8002 (toll-free).

Notice to editors (not for publication):

On Monday, July 27, at 1:00 p.m., there will be a press briefing at the Merwede Bridge.
Enforcement will have begun by then. Spokesperson Jorgen van der Meer will be available for
interviews on this topic. Would you like to attend? Please register by calling 088 — 79705

For more information, please contact the Communications Department of Rijkswaterstaat West-
Nederland Zuid at 088 - 7970566 or wnz-perszaken@rws.nl.
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